s new July 27?

Previous



Kentville Police continue to
investigate tractor trailer, car
collision that sent one ...

Canada Games ringette prep
tournament to be hosted in
Wolfville Aug. 3-5

Visit to Humboldt bus crash site
‘quite emotional’ for Valley
Wildcats owner

River w
Black
in Oops! Pupp

Central Kings student wins 100k Schulich scholarship
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Central Kings Rural High School student Kayla Thomson has earned more than $100,000 in scholarship money for post-secondary studies. Ashley Thompson

KENTVILLE - Kayla Thomson’s hard work in high school is about to pay off – to the tune of more than $100,000.
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The soon-to-be graduating Central Kings Rural High School student can count herself among the 50 students across Canada
selected for a Schulich Leader Scholarship award in 2018.
The organization awards 25 $80,000 scholarships to students pursuing post-secondary education in science, technology or math
on an annual basis, and 25 $100,000 to students going into engineering.
“Our most promising students can pursue their dreams and become the next global pioneers in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics,” the Schulich Leaders website reads.
“They are innovators. They are Schulich Leaders.”
Thomson, an aspiring teacher, won a $100,000 scholarship to assist with her electrical engineering studies at Dalhousie
University - and that’s not all. Dalhousie offered Thomson an additional $20,000 in scholarship money to attend the Halifaxbased university.
“I was confident in my essay that I wrote for it but there was only 25 across Canada being given out for what I had applied for, so
I didn’t think the odds were high,” said Thomson, who lives in Kentville.
“My mom was very, very happy – and proud. I’m the first in the family to go to university.”
Nova Keddy, a guidance counsellor at Central Kings, said the school’s scholarship committee unanimously chose Thomson as
the single Schulich scholarship nominee from Central Kings this year.
“She is an incredibly outstanding student and works very hard,” said Keddy.
“She really in quite exceptional.”
In Thomson’s case, exceptional means consistently maintaining a high-90s average throughout high school.
And that’s not all.
Thomson’s course selection proves she’s no slouch: advanced chemistry, physics, pre-cal, calculus and English 12. She excels
in science and her favourite subject is math.
“I realized that it was coming naturally when it started to be hard for everybody else,” she said, speaking in a matter-of-fact
fashion.
“I’m in calculus right now. I’ve got 100 on everything so far.”
The secret to her success is really no secret at all – hard work.
Even if something comes natural to her, Thomson still puts the extra time in to ensure she has a concrete understanding of the
subject matter. To prepare for calculus, for example, she completed an AP course online in advance to gain some familiarity with
the subject prior to tackling it in high school and university.
“I’m not scared to ask questions. If I don’t understand something I will ask and come in for the help until I understand it,” she said.
She typically spends two hours per day with her nose in her books outside of class-time to keep on top of her studies. She
balances this with helping to care for her younger siblings and working a part-time job.
“A lot of my friends and teachers know that at home I have three little siblings that I’ve spent a lot of timing looking after and I was
also working 20 hours a week at a part-time job,” she said.
Winning a sought-after Schulich scholarship despite her busy schedule is a point of pride, Thomson said.
“I definitely learned how to manage my time and keep a good balance.”
She hopes her younger siblings see the Schulich recognition as an incentive to work hard in school.
“If you really do put in the effort, there are people that look out and acknowledge you,” she said.

More None stories

Recent Stories
Greenwood man pleads not guilty to human trafficking charges, to stand trial in January

 Smoke started rolling in from the front of the car’: Kentville firefighters called to car
fire

Canning under water ban as tests reveal supply
contaminant

Crosby donates $50,000 to Nova Scotia Special
Olympics

Inspired by gardens or music? Valley Gardeners’ Club seeking entries for upcoming
show

Visit to Humboldt bus crash site ‘quite emotional’ for Valley Wildcats
owner

 Display gun stolen from Yarmouth County war monument site in Arcadia is still
missing

Volunteers savour Special Olympics'
experience

 SLIDESHOW: Tewksbury - Special Olympics ‘truly changes peoples’ lives’

Final leg for Special Olympics Flame of
Hope

Maine company making pitch to town of Bar Harbor to operate its own international ferry service from this
port

Canada Games ringette prep tournament to be hosted in Wolfville Aug. 35

Like

Follow @KingsNSnews

Services

Customer Service

E-Edition

Contact Us

Terms & Policies
Copyright
Terms of Use
Privacy Policy


All rights reserved SaltWire Network © 2018

AdChoices

