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Jomanah Chahrour has already moved halfway around the world, and now her
studies are quite literally taking her to the stars.
Chahrour and her family lived in Syria until 2011, when they were forced to flee the civil war ravaging the country.
When Chahrour came to Canada, she could not speak English fluently, she missed her home and she was terrified for

her loved ones still living in the midst of a brutal civil war.
Today, the 19-year-old is weeks away from graduating from Catholic Central High School, and plans to attend
McMaster University in the fall.
And Chahrour was recently one of 25 students in Canada to be awarded a $80,000 Schulich Leader Scholarship.
The scholarship is awarded annually: 25 engineering students receive a $100,000 award and 25 science, technology
and math students are awarded $80,000. Students are nominated by their high schools, and select candidates are
awarded the scholarship by partner universities.
Chahrour was nominated by Christena Slivocka from Catholic Central’s guidance department. She’s the first Catholic
Central student to receive the award.
“For like two weeks, every morning, I’d wake up and check the email just in case I was dreaming,” Chahrour said. “I
was still worried the whole time. What if it’s actually not happening?”
But it is happening — and Chahrour’s friends and teachers say there is no one more deserving.


Academic excellence is one of the scholarship’s requirements, which Chahrour easily meets with a 94 per cent in
chemistry, 98 per cent in physics, 92 per cent in calculus and an 82 in functions.
But the scholarship is also a measure of perseverence.
“You have to really work hard toward your dreams,” Chahrour said. “I think nobody would have thought I would go to
McMaster (or) get this scholarship, when I first came.”
Chahrour’s family initially arrived in Edmonton, where they lived for a year and a half.
It was a hard time for Chahrour. She learned English grammar in Syria but couldn’t speak fluently, which made
making friends in her new home difficult.
Watching the devastation in Syria from afar also took a toll.
“Over the summer, I literally knew the name and the number of every person who died in a day,” Chahrour said.
“That’s how much I was into it. And I wanted to know, because I was hoping that it would end soon. But it never did.
“So I was like, oh my god, I have to stop watching the news. And since I stopped, I’ve been feeling better. Because it’s
depressing to see your friends, your family, people you’ve seen in the streets, just be tortured and die.”
Chahrour’s family lived in Damascus, Syria’s capital. She said some parts of the city were untouched by the war.
“But other areas, like where I lived, the protestors used to walk just in front of my house,” she said. “And the police

and soldiers would come with guns, and they would chase them. It was violent.
“They would even threaten you if they see you on the window. If they see you in the street — they just take you.”
Chahrour’s mother stopped letting her attend school in Damascus because the five-minute walk was too dangerous.
Chahrour called that time in her life “really terrifying.”
Still, leaving Syria was difficult, and Chahrour didn’t want to go.
“Of course, I didn’t know the risks of staying. My parents sort of had to drag me to the airplane. But now I appreciate
being here — I really, really appreciate it.”
The family arrived in Canada on a visitor’s visa then applied for refugee status. Today, they’re permanent residents.
Chahrour’s immediate family settled in Windsor, except for her older brother who is currently studying in Barrie.
Chahrour’s father owns Greek Town Pita on Ouellette Avenue, and her mother studies at triOS College. She also has
two little siblings.
When Chahrour told her family about the scholarship, she said they were over the moon.
“They were so happy,” she said. “They were telling the whole universe about it.”
Chahrour’s passion for physics and space has remained a steady presence since her childhood, from Damascus to
Edmonton, from Edmonton to Windsor, and from Kennedy High School to Catholic Central.
“In astronomy, you’re not touching anything,” she said. “When you’re doing simple physics like measuring speed,
distance, stuff like that — you can just see it, time it, find out.
“But when you’re talking about space, it’s all observation and then thinking and coming up with theories. That is just
amazing. It gives you the opportunity to be creative, because there is no impossible in physics. Anything can
happen.”
Chahrour tutored her peers in math and sciences daily, during an after-school Youth First program at Catholic
Central.
“I was telling Jomanah that she’s actually going to be viewed as a leader, someone who we will look to as Canadians,
for the next generation of scientists,” said Heather Dupuis, the Youth First program co-ordinator.
“And how exciting is that? It’s amazing to think about. This is a win not only for her as a person — this is a scholarship
for our entire community.”
Tharris@postmedia.com
Twitter.com/Tamarmharris

PREVIOUS

T R E N D I N G

NEXT

S T O R I E S
Click to view the article in a new
tab
Read More

‹ Previous

Next ›

Windsor Flyers

C o m m e n t s
We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to maintaining a
lively but civil forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and please keep your comments
relevant and respectful. If you encounter a comment that is abusive, click the "X" in the upper right corner of the
comment box to report spam or abuse. We are using Facebook commenting. Visit our FAQ page for more
information.

T O D A Y ' S
N E W S

P h a r m a c i s t

C O N N E C T
U S

W I T H

u s e s

p o o l

c u 1 e : 0 t 8o

ﬁ g h t

o f

k n i f

E M A I L
A L E R T S
Get the latest news in your mailbox as it happens
SIGN UP

L A T E S T
N E W S

N A T I O N A L

A mentally ill man died after police shocked him 12 times — and now the ...

‘France is back’: Historic majority within grasp for Emmanuel Macron’s new party after ﬁrst round
...

Ex-U.S. attorney says Trump phone calls made him uneasy; 22 hours after refusing to take ...

M O S T
R E A D
Henderson: New minimum wage social engineering gone mad | Windsor Star

‘There is hope:’ Catholic Central student awarded $80k scholarship | Windsor Star

Police release images of suspects in south Windsor pharmacy robbery | Windsor Star

Pharmacist fends o

robber with pool cue, ‘was not scared of him’ | Windsor Star

W E A T ›H E R

A FEW CLOUDS

Windsor,
ON

T R A F› F I C

25°C

31°C

CURRENTLY

FEELS LIKE



B E S T O F
P O S T M E D I A
It's The Pause That Refreshes: Smokers teach us the beneﬁts of regular breaks in the ...

Eric Francis: Turning down Flames o er may have saved former Predators associate coach's life

Women behind the wheel: Fewer than 5% of rideshare drivers, 1 % of taxi drivers ...

NEWS

BUSINESS

OPINION

Local News

Local Business

Editorials

National

Energy

Columnists

World

Technology

Letters

Traffic

FP Markets
FP Headlines
FP Money

SPORTS

ARTS

LIFE

Hockey

Local Arts

All Life

Football

Movies

Fashion & Beauty

Baseball

Television

Homes

Basketball

Music

Food

Golf

Books

From the Vault

Soccer

Celebrity

Health

Curling

Parenting

Tennis

Relationships

Auto Racing

Royals
Travel

© 2017 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved.
Unauthorized distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL

Driving

Privacy

Obits

Terms

Announcements

Copyright & Permissions

FlyerCity
Shopping
Careers
Browse Listings
Place a Classified Ad

SERVICES

PROPERTIES

Advertise With Us

Calgary Herald

Subscribe

Canada.com

My Subscription

Edmonton Journal

Edit Profile

Montreal Gazette

Contact

National Post

ePaper

Ottawa Citizen

Digital Access

Leader-Post (Regina)

Manage Newsletters

The StarPhoenix (Saskatoon)

Contests

The Province (Vancouver)
Vancouver Sun

